


What is Gerrymandering

e The practice of redrawing legislative distrighli efit the party in power

e Ultimate goal is to minimize the a sedts th®opposing party can win in the legislature

®  Occurs at two levels: Feder tate Legislature




Colegrove v. Green (SCOTUS 1946)
O  Facts: lllinois had not redistricted in 40+ y sue lack of equality of population

O  Holding: Judiciary should not intervene in t

Baker v. Carr (SCOTUS 1962)
O  Facts: Tennessee had not redistrictedhi ; P sued for lack of equality of population

O  Holding: Courts have jugiseli

in part

Gill v. Whitford (SCOTUS 201
O  Facts: Wisc
evaluatio

artisan gerrymander; P trying to offer the courts a standard for gerrymdandering




Splitting District Lines

® Tennessee Constitution Article 2 Section 6
o  Splitting Counties must touch each other

e Moore v. State (Tennessee Ct. of Appeals
o} Facts: Tennessee redistricting

O  Holding: P’s alternative plans wer

enough to warrant judi

e Lincoln County v. Crowell (

o Facts: The ent Act of 1984 followed the Lockert decision about the 10% threshold. Marshall

0  Holding: i nt plan just needs to meet the federal requirement and equality of population.




Racial Gerrymandering

Shaw v. Reno(SCOTUS 1993)

North Carolina’s Congressional redistricting plan after which created a minority-majority district, which unusual
shape raised controversy.
Court Held in a 5-4 decision that Racial Gerr Id to a standard of strict scrutiny under the equal protection

clause.

The District Court holding that race , i actor in the design of each challenged district.




Equal Population: “One Berso

e Vote”

Ideal District Size = Population / Nu

State ex Rel. Lockert v. Crowell
Tennessee 1982, main issue on district numbers.
The population variance under the
should be as low as possible.

Wesberry v. Sanders
Georgia’s 1931 Apportion

tionally the population of the 5th district.
districting , “ grossly discriminated against voters in Fifth District in violation of
constitutional reguitement t esentatlves be chosen by people of the several states.”

Supreme Court’s Justice Blac




Fused Rule

IF:

The Redistricting Plan does not violate the 14th Amengdme constitutions as determined by:

A) Whether the population in each district “egregi xce he threshold variance OR

B) Whether the redistricting plan subst consideration and therefore results in “bizarre”
district shapes OR

C) Whether the redistricting pla
Amendment

n necessary without a legitimate reason under the 14th

THEN:
A court cannot provide

eftot f gerrymandering.




Application (Davidson Coun nnessee)

Statistical Atlas

e 33 Senate Districts Total

Senate Districts 19, 20, 21

Districts 19, 21 are % of all Democratic
Senate Districts in Tennessee

Idea: Flip Senate District 21




District 19-D District 20- District 21-D

+12688

Ballotpedia 2014-2016




Nashville.gov

Voting
Precincts

Method of
Analysis

Tennessee Senate District 19

1. Sterlina Inez Brady - Republican

2. Thelma M. Harper - Democratic

3. George Thomas - Independent

4. Write-In - Rueben (Dock) Dockery - Independent

1 2 3 4




Minority
Communities

County District #21
72% African-American

Statistical Atlas
s 8% 3%



New Districts (Distri

Before

Precincts: 1-3, 1-5, 2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 3-6, 5, 6-1, 6-3, 6-5,
8-1, 8-2, 8-4, 10-5, 13-2, 15-5, 16-1 16-2 16-3 16-4,
1,17-2,17-3,17-4,17-6, 19-1, 19-2, 19-3, 19-4, 19-
20, 21, 23-1, 23-2, 23-3, 23-4, 24-1, 24-2, 24-4, 24-5,
4, 26-1, 28, 29-1, 29-2, 29-3, 30-2, 32-1, 31-

-1, 8-3, 9-2, 10-5, 13-2, 15-5, 16-1 16-2 16-3 16-4,
i, 17-2,17-3,17-4, 17-6,17-7, 18-1, 18-2, 18-3, 18-
21, 23-1, 23-2, 23-3, 23-4, 24-1, 24-2, 24-4, 24-5,
, 26-1, 28, 29-1, 29-2, 29-3, 30-2, 32-1, 31-2




New Districts (Distri

Before

Precincts: 1-1, 1-2, 1-4, 3-1, 3-2, 4-1, 4-2, 4-3, 4-4, 9-1,
9-3, 10-1,10-2,10-3,10-4,10-6, 11, 13-4, 14-1, 14-2, 14-
5, 15-1, 15-2, 15-3, 16-5, 17-5, 18-5, 22, 23-1, 23-2,
3, 23-4, 24-3, 25-1, 25-2 25-3, 26-2, 26-4, 27-2, 27-3,
34-1, 34-2, 34-3, 34-4, 34-5, 35

,10-4,10-6, 11, 13-4, 14-1, 14-2, 14-5, 15-1, 15-2,
3, 16-5, 17-5, 18-5, 22, 24-3, 25-1, 25-2 25-3, 26-2,




New Districts (Distri

Before:

Precinct: 6-2, 6-4, 7-1, 7-2, 7-4, 7-5, 7-6, 8-3 9-2 , 12-5,
13-1, 13-3, 14-3, 15-4, 16-3, 16-4, 17-4, 17-7, 18-1, 18-
2, 18-3, 18-419-6, 20-2, 20-3, 21-4 23-5, 24-1, 24-2,
5, 25-4 26-3, 27-1, 29-4, 30-1, 30-3, 30-4, 31, 32-3, 3
4,33-2, 33-3

0-1, 30-3, 30-4, 31, 32-3, 32-4, 33, 34




e District 19

o Variance : 1.5% — 6.46%
e District 20

o Variance: 5.7% — 3.24%
e District 21

o Variance: 6.2%—

14%

e Number Of Tinges Davi
split:

o Split:2 —2

Population Variance/Co

n County is

ders

Mn Variance Threshold: 10%




Vote Couynt

® District 19

o Democrats: 18,534 - D cr 4,275

e District 20
O Republicans: 11,794 € icans: 5,617

e District 21
o Demo 712, -> Republicans 322
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