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“A military parade is really a kind of ritual dance, something like a ballet,
expressing a certain philosophy of life. It is simply an affirmation of naked
power”

George Orwell, “England, Your England”!

The study of war and peace is a long established and robust area of political science and
philosophical academia. Many scholars have attempted to figure out the puzzle of war. Among
them include the lauded names of Plato, Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, Thomas Hobbes, Kenneth
Waltz, Alexander Wendt, and countless others who have examined war from a myriad of angles.
It has held a consistent place in the mind of political scholars because of the curiosity of the
event. Despite all this research and the horrors of war, the question remains: why do humans
continue to fight each other? By many standards, war, particularly inter-state war, is a rare and
seemingly obsolescent occurrence.? Yet, this topic is still relevant as tensions between the United
States, China, and Russia grow and other crises emerge.

In this thesis, I will present an overlooked cause of war, utilizing rationalist theory,
political psychology, and Democratic Peace theory. The central tenet of this essay is that the
attitudes of the government have an important role in the likelihood of war or peace. The focus
on such attitudes reflects a generally accepted, but overlooked idea that the psychological
disposition of leaders has an impact on war. In order to examine these attitudes, I will be using a
novel metric: the existence of military parades on the national day of the country. Military
parades are a useful metric due to the massive mobilization of resources that is

required—mobilization that only an elite in the government could order. They are also

' I found this quote in an Atlantic article about Trump’s desire for a military parade. The article was called “The
Truth about Military Parades” by Eliot A. Cohen.

2 For a discussion about the obsolescence of war, check out Carl Kaysen’s essay “Is War Obsolete? A Review

Essay” (1990) as well as the work it was in response to: John Mueller, Retreat from Doomsday: The Obsolescence of
Major War (1989).



unnecessary and reflect the values of the government, namely whether they choose to spend
national resources on an ostentatious display of military prowess.

My thesis will begin with a brief examination of the different literature on the causes of
war and it will selectively focus on rationalist ideology, political psychology, and the Democratic
Peace theories of war. It will then transition to a theory section expanding on how attitudes
exemplified by military parades contribute to the likelihood of war or peace and how they work
with well-established theories of war. I will then explain my research design for how to test a
portion of my theory in a manner sensitive to the time and resource constraints I am under.
Finally, the data section will explain my findings and analyze them. Ultimately, I find a negative
relationship between the existence of military parades and the likelihood of a militarized
interstate dispute. This contradicts my hypotheses, but provides a unique and complementary
perspective on my theory, which I explain in my analysis and conclusion.

Literature Review

There is extensive research on many topics connected to my thesis as well as certain
gaps. In this section, I will examine a broad overview of the academic discourse on the causes of
conflict and its related complications. I will then discuss the implications of political psychology
and the limited literature around military parades. Through this review, I will position and frame
my work.

There are many different views on the causes of war.’ These have been grouped into
different categories and given different titles, but it can be boiled down to three ideas. Utilizing

Kenneth Waltz’s well-known three levels of analysis—individual, state, and system—I will

3 Another perspective on war which I was not able to incorporate here is the feminist perspective on war which
offers gender as another level of analysis. A good entry point is Laura Sjoberg’s Gendering Global Conflict:
Towards a Feminist Theory of War (2013).



briefly explain some of these perspectives.* Some political scientists focus on the individual
levels, examining the attributes of leaders or the motivations that drive human behavior.” Another
group of political scientists examine the state level and the role of cultural factors and
nationalism.® Within the same level of analysis of the state, some examine the regime type of the
nation as a factor in their behavior and thus, their propensity for war, arguing that these factors
cause friction which lead to conflict.” Others, generally realists and liberals, focus on the
system-level unit of analysis and the structure of the international system.® The structure of the
system, whether anarchic—as the realists claim—or based on economic interdependence and
international institutions—from the liberal perspective—informs the likelihood of war.

The vast majority of scholars of war agree that there are key ingredients for conflict:
human nature, pursuit or lack of security, economic or territorial motivations, and cultural
factors. These same scholars disagree about which is the most important cause or to what extent
each ingredient should be examined to estimate the probability of war or peace. One cause—the
psychological disposition or attitude towards war—has received less focus than I believe it
deserves and that is where I will place my argument. Many scholars would agree that how
leaders and populations perceive war and peace is a contributing factor as to whether war or
peace prevails. Yet the examination of this is limited, especially given that political psychology

is an emerging, but underdeveloped field. Thus, my contribution will be examining something

* The levels of analysis mentioned throughout the thesis derive from Kenneth Waltz’s influential work Theory of
International Politics (1979).

® For a discussion of human motivations, see J.D. Orme’s Human Nature and the Causes of War (2018) and for a
discussion of leader attributes see: Why Leaders Fight? by Michael Horowitz, Allen Stam and Cali Ellis (2015).

® Key examples of this perspective include Samuel P. Huntington’s “The Clash of Civilizations” (1993) and
Alexander Wendt’s “Social Theory of International Politics” (1999).

7 See the work of Micheal Doyle, including “Liberalism and World Politics” (1986).

8 Daniel Deudney and G. John Ikenberry have a great explanation of the liberal international order in “The Nature
and Sources of Liberal International Order” (1999).



many agree is a contributing factor—the psychological disposition of the leaders making
decisions—with a new method of measuring it—military parades.
Key Theories

There are two key theories which are important to my broader theory explained in the
following section, but which do not take into account the attitudes of governmental leaders about
war. [ will expand on each of those and present how my research represents a novel approach.
The first is the rationalist theory of war and peace.’ The rationalists base their theory of war and
peace on the perception of the international system as a state of anarchy (due to the lack of
supranational government) and the decision making process of states as rational. Rationalists
have presented a variety of theories about the causes of war, namely: anarchy-caused self-help,
preventive war, expected benefits being greater than expected costs, and rational
miscalculations.'® Out of these, a key scholar James D. Fearon only finds rational miscalculations
to be defensible.!! Fearon posited two other key causal mechanisms which my theory will engage
with: rational miscalculations due to private information or purposeful misinformation and issue
indivisibilities. Rationalist theory provides a key framework for my theory by grounding the
irrationality of war due to ex post inefficiency. Yet, this theory only briefly touches on the first
level of analysis which is the individual when examining the risk aversion of leaders.'? This is an

area | hope to address.

® My sources for rationalist theory pull primarily from James D. Fearon’s Rationalist Explanations for War (1995).
19 Fearon (1995), p. 381

" He argues that anarchy alone is not enough to cause war because rationally there is always a mutually preferable
settlement that would prevent war, thus another causal mechanism must have acted to cause war (384-5). He
explains holes in the argument for preventive war and cases when expected benefits are greater than expected costs.
Fearon’s arguments against preventive war can be found on pages 385-6 of Rationalist Explanations for War (1995)
and his arguments about cases when expected benefits are greater than expected costs can be found on page 386.

12 Fearon, p. 388



The second key theory is the Democratic Peace theory, which is the view that liberal
democracies are extremely unlikely to fight each other."* Russett and Oneal are a foundational
work in addressing this theory, pulling from Kantian principles of perpetual peace, they argue
that a combination of democracy, economic interdependence and international organizations
create feedback loops, which they call virtuous circles. They demonstrate that democracies,
trading partners, and states that are members of the same international organizations hardly ever
fight each other. Since the publication of this work there have been critiques, specifically that
this theory puts too much focus on the role of democracies while ignoring issues such as why
democracies have performed contradictory actions such as covert operations against other
democracies." I want to contribute to the discourse on the Democratic Peace theory and add the
additional variable of the attitudes of the governments towards war. I also want to challenge the
limiting focus on democracies. Certainly, democracies may tend to have more pacifistic
tendencies, however, attitudes towards war by leaders or elites could explain why some
non-democracies are peaceful as well as why some democracies engage in conflict including
covert operations.

Each of these explanations shows part of my theory, but they are still missing key
aspects. One key aspect in both of these theories is that the characteristics of the system or
country matter more than individuals. The Democratic Peace Theory focuses much more on
whether a nation in question is democratic or not, or whether they trade or not as opposed to how
the leadership or political culture of the nation impacts those characteristics. Realist theory, on

the other hand, focuses on the anarchic characteristics of the system and assumes that all nations

3 A key source I engage with on Democratic Peace theory is Triangulating Peace: Democracy, Interdependence
and International Organizations by Bruce Russett and John Oneal (2001).

" Overt Peace, Covert War?: Covert Intervention and the Democratic Peace by Alexander B. Downes & Mary
Lauren Lilley (2010) covers this topic and explains criticisms against the democratic peace.



and, by extension, leaders seek rational self-interest. This fails to take into account the impact of
leaders and political elites on the decisions and characteristics of the country. This gap can be at
least partially addressed by incorporating principles of political psychology.
Review of Political Psychology

Political psychology is a longstanding field, but one that has been gaining utility and
attention by International Relations scholars. One important scholar is Rose McDermott.
McDermott (2004) outlines an essential overview of the role of leadership in international
relations.'® She states that while the study of personality and its impact on political
decision-making is difficult because so few leaders take personality tests, it is necessary. There
are several important studies which attempted to understand the role of personality. Among
them, Friedlander and Cohen (1975) attempted to understand belligerence in leaders as a
function of their personality.'® Margaret Hermann (1980) sought to examine the impact of
personal characteristics on the foreign policy of world leaders.!” Another key study is that of
Lloyd Etheredge (1978) who gave personality tests to senior State Department officials and
compared them to their foreign policy preferences.'® This study highlights that political elites and
members of the bureaucracy can similarly impact the direction of foreign policy through their
personality and opinions. The leader will ultimately make the decision, however, bureaucrats and
elites provide the guideposts for decision-making, often through the essential role of agenda

setters. The findings of these researchers have had methodological flaws, but they demonstrate

® McDermott, Rose. "Leadership." In Political Psychology in International Relations, 215-38. Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press, 2004. Accessed March 12, 2021. http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3998/mpub.10847.11.
'S Friedlander, Saul, and Raymond Cohen. "The Personality Correlates of Belligerence in International Conflict: A
Comparative Analysis of Historical Case Studies." Comparative Politics 7, no. 2 (1975): 155-86. Accessed March
12,2021. doi:10.2307/421547.

" Hermann, Margaret G. "Explaining Foreign Policy Behavior Using the Personal Characteristics of Political
Leaders." International Studies Quarterly 24, no. 1 (1980): 7-46. Accessed March 12, 2021. doi:10.2307/2600126.
'® Etheredge, L. S. (1978). Personality Effects on American Foreign Policy, 1898-1968: A Test of Interpersonal
Generalization Theory. American Political Science Review, 72(2), 434—451. Cambridge University Press.



some essential premises which position my work. Namely, personality has an impact on
leadership and the decisions of the leaders.

My work falls into a similar pitfall as the work of political psychologists—I am unable to
analyze the personalities of leaders up close and personal. Thus, similar to political
psychologists, I have chosen a metric to analyze specific characteristics. For the purposes of this
essay, the metric is military parades. Dissimilarly to political psychologists, I am not looking at
direct characteristics such as Friedlander and Cohen’s examination of belligerence and leaders'
responses to conflict or Hermann’s characteristics of beliefs, motives, decision style, and
interpersonal style. I am instead looking at the indirect characteristics that military parades speak
to. Thus, it is necessary to examine the literature on military parades.

Review of Military Parades

Military parades are frequently noted to be an area that merits more study by the few
scholars who have studied it. Most of these studies such as Moaz Azaryahu (2000) and Hwang
and Schneider (2011) focus on specific countries and the roles that military parades play in those
contexts. It is certainly useful as a tool, but there may be issues of selection bias with more
militaristic countries being chosen for study. It seems unlikely that scholars are going to study
the absence of military parades given the underdevelopment of the field. Moaz Azaryahu (2000)
directly discusses the existence of military parades on the Israeli national day, providing a
fascinating perspective on the ceremonial and popular role of military parades as a morale and
patriotic building activity.'” He focuses on the evolution of the national display, its subsequent
end in 1973, and its role as both an internal and external message of strength and patriotism.

Hwang and Schneider (2011) analyze the 60th anniversary of the People’s Republic of China and

19 Azaryahu, Moaz. “The Independence Day Parade: A Political History of a Patriotic Ritual.” The Military and
Militarism in Israeli Society, edited by Edna Lomsky-Feder, and Eyal Ben-Ari, State University of New York Press,
2000. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3408051.
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its extravagant military parade as a form of cultural governance.?® They argue that the
extravagant celebrations served the purpose of uniting the Chinese cultural and national identity,
more than acting as a sign of military prowess or deterrence. The study of military parades is
limited, but even these examples demonstrate the relevance of the area. For Azaryahu, the Israeli
military parades were nationalistic displays of deterrence and pride meant to unite the Israeli
society in the face of hostile Arab countries; the parades ended when Israeli society began to feel
more secure perhaps following the successes of the 1973 war. For Hwang and Schneider, the
military parades represented an internal action to unite and inspire the Chinese identity. Both of
these have implications for the importance of military parades as emblems of political culture
and attitudes towards war. They demonstrate that military parades are tied to the search for
security, specifically a secure national identity.

Starting with a broader view of war and its causes, it is clear that the reasons for war are
numerous and complex. There is no clear cut explanation of war despite thousands of years of
study because of these complexities.”’ One contributing factor that has been vastly overlooked is
the role of the individual personality and perspectives of leaders and political elites. The work of
political psychologists points to the potential relevancy of this factor, however, personality is a
difficult measure to gauge. Instead political psychologists have to rely on indirect measures and
observations to examine the personality of leaders. This thesis examines the indirect messages of
military parades, which play a role in both external and internal social construction. In my next

section, I will explain in more detail how these military parades are tied to the prevalence of war.

2 Hwang, Yih-Jye, and Florian Schneider. “Performance, Meaning, and Ideology in the Making of Legitimacy: The
Celebrations of the People's Republic of China's Sixty-Year Anniversary.” China Review, vol. 11, no. 1, 2011, pp.
27-55. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/23462196. Accessed 12 Mar. 2021.

21 Other scholarship includes: Ned Richard Lebow’s A Cultural Theory of International Relations (2008)
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A Theoretical Explanation

As war has been studied broadly, there are many theories for why conflicts happen as I
have laid out in my Literature Review. In the past, there has been a focus on the Great Man
Theory, which claims that history can be explained by the impact of select men. There are
substantial issues with this theory and it has largely fallen out of favor. In contrast to this theory,
I would argue that history is not completely defined by a handful of individuals, but certain
decisions can be explained through the examination of the values of leaders and the surrounding
elites. There are likely few theorists who would argue that the values and leadership of a nation
do not play a role in the likelihood of war. However, it is difficult to create laws and theory
around the inconsistencies of human beings and it is only beginning to find a place in the role of
theory. Despite this difficulty, the values of leaders manifest themselves in other ways outside of
conflict. I would argue that military parades are one such expression of values. For the sake of
this thesis, military parades are defined as large-scale demonstrations in which the military
features prominently. I did not count wreath-layings or changing of the guard or other smaller
scale military demonstrations. Additionally, please note that references to the government within
this paper signify the leader and key elites.

Explanatory Power of Leaders and Government Elites

Before I begin, it is necessary to address the following question: why examine the
government but not the people? From my perspective, looking at the governmental attitudes and
values are more effective than looking at the attitudes of a population. Certainly in a healthy
democracy, the views of the people are represented in the views of the leaders or at least have an
impact on them. Conceivably, if a leader strayed too far away from the values of the populace,

that leader would be removed from power. However, in practice, democracy is a slower process
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and leaders can make decisions that have large scale implications before they are able to be
removed from power by the people. This is possible through the support of governmental elites,
even if the people are extremely opposed. There is further benefit in separating government from
the public with non-democracies. Non-democracies are less beholden to the populace as their
power is derived from other groups. They likely are more concerned with the political support of
a small group of elites—for example, oligarchs, generals, etc. Thus, the attitudes of those elites
matter as well, and the leader of this non-democracy would reflect those values in order to
remain in power.

The focus on individuals in key decision making roles does not deny that regular
individual citizens have a role to play. For example, these citizens can help create movements.
However, much of the key decision making happens in the halls of power by bureaucrats and
elites. They deal with the day-in, day-out minutiae of a wide variety of topics. Bureaucrats and
political elites also have the powerful role of agenda setters, regardless of regime type.
Conversely, political culture derived from the public has a longer term impact. It often leads to
certain election results in democracies and either support or overthrow in non-democracies.
Political culture does not have the same effect as key political elites, thus, it is essential to focus
this study on under examined, but key players. Taking into account each of these reasons, it is
more useful to examine the values of the governmental leaders than the values of the people.

Explanatory Power of Military Parades

Next it is necessary to ask, why look at military parades as an emblem of governmental

attitudes and values? To begin, military parades cost money. A government must be resolved

enough to host a military parade. Perhaps the parade is a tradition or a personal pet project,
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regardless, military parades do not happen accidentally. They must be intentional and it is likely
a top-down decision with the leader directing their staff to put on a military parade.

Some may argue that a government may be utilizing a military parade to convince other
nations they are strong and willing to fight. By hosting such a parade on their national day, often
with foreign dignitaries in attendance or paying attention by sending congratulations,
government leaders are putting on a show about their values and identity. Some governments
may be pursuing this for the purposes of seeming militaristic while other governments may be
actually militaristic. This pulls on James Fearon’s rationalist explanation of the “incentive to
misrepresent.”?> As Fearon argues, private information with incentive to misrepresent leads to
failure in bargaining, aka conflict or war. It is assumed that nations with full information can find
a mutually beneficial compromise or bargain. Full information, in the case of military parades,
would be knowledge of whether or not the government or country’s leaders are militarists or
pacifists. If the leaders are militarists, they might be spoiling for a fight, which would rationally
lead to more concessions from other less militaristic nations. If the leaders are pacifistic, they
may be seeking to avoid war by scaring off the other. However, there is incentive to
misrepresent. If a nation can convince another that they are more capable—more likely to win or
able to fight with lower costs—then the other country may offer a larger concession. Thus, a
country can win more by successfully bluffing. A country, knowing there is incentive to
misrepresent, may ignore the signal of the military parade. However, this is a risk given that, if a
country is truly militaristic, there would be a miscalculation and thus a bargaining failure.
Ignoring the military parade risks war but believing the military parade risks a larger concession.

Thus, peace will depend on the governmental attitudes or preferences of both or all countries

22 Fearon, James D. "Rationalist Explanations for War." International Organization 49, no. 3 (1995): 379-414.
Accessed March 12, 2021. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903.
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involved. If a country is more pacifistic—preferring the costs and benefits of peace to the costs
and benefits of war—they will choose to give a larger concession and avoid war. If a country is
more militaristic—preferring the costs and benefits of war to the costs and benefits of
peace—then they will call the other nation’s bluff and there will be a bargaining failure.

It is important to remember that it takes two or more nations to have a bargaining failure
and cause a militarized interstate dispute, which is the focus of this essay. If Country A was
secretly peaceful and misrepresenting itself in order to protect itself and Country B was truly
militaristic and preferred to risk war over giving a concession, then Country A would have to
give a larger concession. Thus, the only way there would be a war between these states is if both
governments preferred the costs and benefits of war to the costs and benefits of peace.

This idea of a dyad that prefers the costs and benefits of war to the costs and benefits of
peace taps into the Neighborhood Theory and spatial geopolitics.” States exist in relation to each
other. With increased globalization and economic interdependence, no nation is a metaphorical
island. Thus, it is essential to consider states in terms of politically relevant dyads. If a nation
holds military parades and is surrounded by nations that do not hold military parades, it may not
be threatening enough to warrant response or conflict. This line of logic assumes that these
countries are situated in the modern globalized world where there are international organizations
for the pursuit of support in cases of aggression as well as important economic connections that
can reduce tensions and avoid a bargaining failure. The negative effects of politically unstable

countries can be warded off by international participation.**

3 For readings on the Neighborhood Theory or spatial geopolitics, check out Bremer (1992) “Conditions Affecting
the Likelihood of Interstate War, 1816-1965” or Vasquez (1995) “Why Do Neighbors Fight? Proximity, Interaction,
or Territoriality.”

24 Grechyna, Daryna, 2017. "Political Instability: The Neighbor vs. the Partner Effect,” MPRA Paper 79952,
University Library of Munich, Germany.
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However, in the absence of mitigating factors, political instability can be contagious and I
would emphasize that aggression can be even more so. A showy military parade might provoke
another country to demonstrate their military capabilities and instigate a game of Chicken. In the
presence of the international community, the threat to reputation is lessened and a conflict may
be avoided.”® Thus, the neighbors of states matter for contextualizing their relations. A nation
surrounded by politically unstable nations may experience more insecurity and utilize a military
parade to signify strength and ward off threats which could spark a bargaining failure as
highlighted above. A nation surrounded by stable and likeminded countries may experience less
insecurity and thus a military parade—perhaps in a nationalistic show—would have less of an
impact. This follows the logic of the Democratic Peace theory. I would expect that, following the
logic of the Democratic Peace theory, economic interdependence and democracy provide a level
of assurance to other countries that might give countries hosting military parades the benefit of
the doubt with their neighbors.

Essentially, assuming a rationalist perspective of an anarchic world, military parades
represent an additional element that countries must analyze to understand the risks associated
with engaging with other countries. Depending on a variety of factors surrounding the military
parades, including elements put forth by the Democractic Peace theory, a leader of a country may
perceive a military parade as a militaristic display of aggression that affects their concessions or
they may perceive the military parade as a patriotic or nationalistic display that is less concerning

due to the balancing effects of international institutions and other alliances.

% Oye, Kenneth A. "Explaining Cooperation under Anarchy: Hypotheses and Strategies." World Politics 38, no. 1
(1985): 1-24. Accessed March 12, 2021. doi:10.2307/2010349.

16



Explanatory Power of Institutions

Thus, it is necessary to examine, how do institutions act as constraining factors? As
alluded to above, global institutions and interstate relations matter. This issue warrants more
discussion. On both of these levels—the national and the systemic, aka international or
global—institutions play a role. In the context of this essay, institution means an organizational
body whether a treaty, an IGO at the international level or a governmental body or position at the
domestic level.*® Each level of institution has incentives for participation and shapes the
prevalence of war and peace. Humans create institutions for a sense of stability and security and
to organize resources such as food, land, protection, etc. Governments are a natural extension of
this desire. Over time, demands of government have expanded but its essential role has remained
the same. Thus, the values of these institutions matter on both the aggregate and individual level.
As a simple illustration, an institution with the goal of ending world hunger will dedicate its
energy, time, and resources at the aggregate level to this purpose and will get closer to that goal
than an institution with the goal of monopolizing grain production in the United States. The
values of the organization or institution directs resource allocation, which is the primary purpose
for the original formation of an institution.

The first level of institution is the domestic government. The domestic government
contains a variety of smaller institutions that make up its structure. In most regimes, whether that
be authoritarian or democratic, the head of state directs the goals and priorities of these
institutions. Thus, it is important to consider the values of the elites at the top of the government.
In democracies, these values are supposed to be reflective of the will of the people, meaning the

values of the elites can be constrained by the populace, although often they are elected for certain

% Xinyuan Dai has a good explanation of the differences between international institutions and international regimes
that helped inform my definition in “International Institutions and National Policies” (2007).
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values. In authoritarian regimes, the values of the elites completely overwhelm the values of the
people because the elites hold the power and decision making capabilities. It is likely that
democracies have more pacifistic leaders due to focus on material comfort and standard of living
which come from a focus on trade and not war, which is disruptive to material comfort.
However, that may not always be the case if the people have a need for essential resources that
another state has, as the will of the people will demand access to those resources, incentivizing a
war to secure those resources.

The next consideration is that there are a variety of international institutions that make up
the international system. They are a feature of the modern era as a relatively novel invention. The
Concert of Europe was an early international institution that demonstrated the implications and
importance of such institutions. It was founded on the values of sovereignty and mutual security
and it was formed to balance against the expansionistic France, or any other European nation that
sought to increase its share of power.?” The current institutions created after the second World
War were founded on similar principles of sovereignty and security, but they also represent a
certain transition to protecting human rights and achieving lofty humanistic goals. For example,
the United Nations is a body whose purpose is described as maintaining international peace and
security, developing cooperative relationships among nations based on the principle of rights and
sovereignty, and addressing international problems which include humanitarian ones.”® The
values of an institution matter because there are incentives for nations to join international
organizations. They provide opportunities for cooperation and for access to resources, like
funding, act as a reputation boost, or a talking point for the domestic citizenry. If nations are

already incentivized to join, they are incentivized to promote the values of the international

2" Russett and Oneal, Triangulating Peace, p. 19
28 The principles and values described here come from The UN Charter website.

18



organizations. International institutions provide a layer of pacification that serves to protect
nations that want to pursue the peace dividend with a reduced risk of being perceived as weak.
They can enter these international organizations, including multilateral security agreements and
rely on the support of other countries in case of interstate violence. Thus, these international
institutions serve as a layer of security, reducing the likelihood of conflict.

The structure of both national and international institutions impacts the decisions of
nation-states. National structures, for example, that constrain or increase the power of their
executives shape the direction of the nation. International institutions can also do so. If a nation
was in a series of interlocking mutual defense pacts, like many European countries were before
World War I, the decisions they make would be different compared to the absence of such
treaties. Essentially, there are many complex interactions which either encourage or discourage
certain paths, including conflict. The attitudes of a government leader, the existence of national
and international institutions can all determine the path of a country in terms of conflict. In this
theory section, I presented a rationalist account of the impact of military parades on a country’s
decision making. As expressed earlier, this account may be modified based on features such as
domestic and international institutions. For example, if Country A feels threatened by Country
B’s military parades but they know their allies will not look favorably on them being the
aggressor, they may be less likely to engage in conflict as compared to not having that
constraining factor.

Ultimately, military parades represent an expression of values from governmental leaders
and elites, which are important but overlooked aspects in the decision making of nations. As |
have expressed in multiple ways, values matter at all levels of government and institutions.

Muilitary parades can impact the likelihood of war or peace through incentive to misrepresent
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which can lead to bargaining failures. This impact assumes an anarchic world. However,
domestic and international institutions can reduce the impact of military parades by acting as a
constraining factor. To sum up my theory, decisions, including those of war or peace, can be
understood through the examination of the values of leaders and the surrounding elites as well as
their interpretation of the actions of other nations, all within the constraints of the domestic and
international institutions they participate in.
Research Design
My research argues that governmental attitudes towards war impact the number of

conflicts that a nation enters into. I argue that military parades point to a glorification of war. In
order to test this relationship between military parades and conflict, I will perform an
observational study of politically relevant dyads. Focusing on politically relevant dyads reduces
the number of country pairs I need to examine and it addresses a key theoretical concern of the
need for two states for an interstate conflict to occur.?’ As expressed earlier in my thesis, the
countries that neighbor each other or that have a force in the region matter. The likelihood of war
will be affected if a nation that glorifies war, or conversely, that is pacifistic is surrounded by
other countries that match their attitudes or have opposing attitudes.
My hypotheses are:

> When one or both member(s) of a politically relevant dyad holds military parades,

militarized interstate disputes will be more likely.
> When neither member of a politically relevant dyad holds military parades, militarized

interstate disputes will be less likely or not occur at all.

29 To learn about political relevant dyads and the different ways of categorizing political relevance, see Douglas
Lemke “The Tyranny of Distance: Redefining Politically Relevant Dyads.”
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> My null hypothesis is that there is no relationship between militaristic parades on national
days and the number of militarized interstate disputes that a country enters.

My dependent variable is whether or not a country participates in a militarized interstate dispute
in the period of 2004 to 2014. I use the Correlates of War Militarized Interstate Disputes dataset
(1816-2014) to cover all incidents up to 1000 battle deaths, given that it is the most commonly
used data set for scholars studying conflict. My primary focus in terms of data is militarized
interstate disputes due to the small number of wars over 1000 battle deaths in the period of
2004-2014. My independent variable is whether or not a country has military parades on their
national day. In order to approach this variable, I am going to look at the newspaper of record for
each country in the year 2014. The following “Methods” section will explain my process more. I
perform several statistical analyses to determine if there is a correlation between the existence of
military parades on national days and whether a country engages in a militarized interstate
dispute, on both the dyadic and monadic level.

I have to recognize a key flaw in my research design. I coded military parades for the
year 2014 due to a lack of digital newspaper archives for many countries prior to that year.
However, the year 2014 is the very last year in the Militarized Interstate Dispute data set and
there are not enough observations to effectively gauge the relationship. Thus, I applied the
findings from 2014 to the entire period. If a country had a military parade in 2014, I assumed
they had one in 2004-2013 as well. Yet, if my theory is accurate, militarized interstate disputes
would follow a military parade. Thus, I am putting the cart before the horse. Given the limited
amount of time and data collection issues, I was not able to code a more complete dataset,
including earlier years. If I had more time, I would code as many years and their corresponding

military parades within the COW time frame, 1816-2014. Thus, my research likely suffers from a
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Type II error due to missingness in my data. It will be harder to prove my hypotheses because
my data is not as sensitive as I planned and this may have affected the findings. A lack of
findings may not signify a lack of a relationship or the academic irrelevance of a study of
military parades.

Methods and Datasets

In terms of my methods and datasets, I utilized a variety of datasets in the time frame of
2004-2014, merged together with a program called NewGene. This time range was an arbitrary
choice—a decade before the end of the Correlates of War MID dataset. The majority of my
datasets came from the Correlates of War, specifically National Material Capabilities and
Militarized Interstate Disputes. I additionally utilized Polity V to understand the relationship
between regime type and conflict. Future research may be supplemented with the SIPRI-PRIO
dataset or the ARCHIGOS dataset, however, those are not utilized in my current findings.*° The
main focus is on my novel addition—a dataset containing whether or not a nation had a military
parade on their national day in the year 2014.

In order to code this, I followed a series of steps. First, I looked up the date of the
country’s national day using Google and then I searched for the newspapers of that country. |
started with the highest circulation or most renowned. I would search in the inquiry box on the
newspaper website for “national day 2014” or “independence day 2014” depending on the name
of the day, as some countries had unique names for the day. If there was no inquiry box, I
searched for an archive. In the absence of an archive, | would choose another newspaper and
restart the process. If my search yielded results, I would comb through them, using a Google

Translate extension if necessary, to find any information about how the country celebrates its

3% The SIPRI-PRIO dataset is another dataset of armed conflicts from 1946 to 2008. The ARCHIGOS dataset
includes information on leader traits and term lengths which could strengthen further analysis.
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national day. If possible, I would limit my search to the month of the national day, leaving a
couple of weeks before and after to catch early or late articles. If I found nothing for 2014, I
would look for another year. If I found another year, I saved the link and searched other
newspapers to find a 2014 article. On average, I would examine 3-6 newspapers for each
country. If I was unable to corroborate I went back to Google and searched “[country] national
day celebration 2014 and looked through Google news and images. If I did not find anything, I
would use the other year, code accordingly and note in the assumptions category what year it was
based on.

In terms of how I coded, a 1 signified a military parade and a 0 signified no parade (or
not enough information). I coded troop reviews, wreath layings, changing of the guard or other
small demonstrations such as parachuting displays, as a 0. If I could not find affirmative
evidence of a military parade, I coded a 0.

Some issues I ran into included language barriers, lack of digital archives, and lack of
reporting. The language barriers were addressed with the use of Google Translate. The lack of
digital archives was a substantial barrier, especially for the smaller nations. A third issue was the
lack of reporting on the content of celebrations. Often speeches were transcribed, awards
announced, articles about congratulations from foreign dignitaries were all in the newspaper
record, but a list of events or even a brief description of celebrations was frequently missing. One
possible explanation would be that most people, especially in smaller nations, would go to the
events or knew generally what was going on without the need for an article declaring it.

Variables, Controls and Models
My focus is on two binary variables: whether or not a given country had a parade and whether or

not they had a militarized interstate dispute.
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1) Military Parades: My independent variable is whether or not a country had a military
parade on their national day in the year 2014. It is based on a self-created dataset pulled
from newspapers. HI and H2 both predict that there will be a strong positive relationship
between a military parade and participation in militarized interstate disputes. The
following table explains the number of countries that had or did not have a militarized

interstate dispute as well as the number of countries that had or did not have a military

parade.

It is evident from the table that approximately 7% of countries in the year 2014 both had
a military parade and participated in a militarized interstate dispute. Conversely, 28% of
countries had a military parade but did not participate in a militarized interstate dispute.
18% of countries did not have a military parade, but did participate in a militarized
interstate dispute. 46% of countries did not have a military parade nor participated in a
militarized interstate dispute.

2) Participation in Militarized Interstate Disputes: My dependent variable is whether or not a
country participates in a militarized interstate dispute. Utilizing the Militarized Interstate

Dispute dataset, I created a dataset of all of the conflicts from 2004-2014. I then merged
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this dataset with my dyadic dataset to create a binary variable of whether each politically
relevant dyad had a conflict each year from 2004-2014.
Given that there is a flaw in my research design with the military parades being coded for a year
after the military interstate disputes had already happened, it is important to see if 2014 is a
representative year for conflicts as it may impact whether 2014 is a representative year for
military parades. The following two figures examine the normalcy of the number of MIDs per

year according to the Correlates of War.
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Figure 1 demonstrates a clear outlier in the form of 2011. It is unclear why 2011 was such a
particularly aggressive year, however, it stood out with over 600 conflicts.’' T decided to remove

the year 2011 from the graph in order to test for normalcy without the strong skew.

31 A complete breakdown of the number of conflicts for each year in 2004-2014 is available in the Appendix.
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Frequency of Conflict, 2004-2014 (without 2011)
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Fig. 2
Figure 2 is the previous graph without the outlier year, 2011. In the absence of the outlier year,
2014 stands out. It is 2 standard deviations above the mean, meaning it was the second highest
year for conflicts in the period of 2004-2014. This is within the normal bell curve for militarized
interstate disputes in this period. This means that 2014 is within the window of representative
years.
In addition to these core variables, I also consider some additional control variables.
1) CINC scores: One control variable I employ is the level of national material capabilities.
I pull this from the Correlates of War National Material Capabilities dataset. One
constraining factor on nations participating in a militarized interstate dispute is whether
they have the capability to risk a military conflict. If a nation knows they cannot handle a
conflict due to lack of resources, they will be more likely to accept a deal and avoid war

completely. Additionally, national material capabilities would also tie into the size and
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2)

technological prowess displayed in a military parade. A nation with low capability would
have a less threatening military parade than a nation with a high capability.

Polity: A second control variable is the regime type of the countries. I use polity scores
from Polity V for the period of 2004-2014. Scores range from -10 (fully autocratic) to 10
(fully democratic). There may be a relationship between the regime type of nations and
the level of perceived threat to neighbors. The Democratic Peace theory posits that
democracies are less likely to fight each other. This may explain some variation in
politically relevant dyads where both countries are democracies yet have military parades

but do not engage in conflict with each other.

Beyond my control variables, there are additional variables of interest which may impact my

findings.

1)

2)

Hostility Level: A variable of interest is the hostility level metric, derived from the COW
Militarized Interstate Dispute Dataset. Hostility levels vary from 1 (no militarized action)
to 5 (war).* Hostility level may reveal that military parades correlate to a higher or lower
level of conflict when it does occur. This will be briefly explored in this thesis.
Assumption: Another variable of interest is that of whether or not I had to assume when
coding my parade variable. Due to a high degree of missingness in my military parade
data collection, I had to assume whether or not a country had a military parade based on a
different year or if [ was unable to find information. If I could not find definitive evidence
of a military parade (time stamped photos, time stamped article from a reputable news

source), I coded a 0 for the country.*

32 More information on the levels of hostility can be found in the Correlates of War Militarized Interstate Dataset V5
Codebook.
33 I performed regression analysis of my data without the assumptions and it is available in the Appendix.
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Results

The following are two tables which present the relevant summary statistics from the two
models utilized in my analysis. I utilized a linear model regression in order to test my data, given
my dichotomous dependent variable. These findings are broken up into monadic and dyadic in
order to test the effect of a military parade on a country’s own participation in a conflict,
compared to the effect of a military parade on the likelihood of a politically relevant dyad
entering into a conflict with each other. I segmented these findings into two tables based on the
time period. In the first table, I only examine the data from 2014. In the second table, I examine
the data from the time period of 2004-2014. This is to account for the flaw in the data collection.
As I recognized earlier, the cause (military parades) should not follow the effect (conflict), but
unfortunately, I was only able to collect data for the year of 2014, making my research less
sensitive and making it more difficult to prove my hypotheses. By separating 2014, I hope to see
if there is any relationship that may be obscured.

Table 1: Monadic vs Dyadic Effects of Military Parades in 2014 alone.

2014 Regressions

Monadic Linear Regression Dyadic Linear Regression
Parade -0.131622 * -4.993e-03 .
CINC scores: Country 1 4.651094 *** 9.650e-01 ***
[Country 2] [1.772e-01 **%]
Polity: Country 1 0.003267 1.363e-04 *
[Country 2] [3.268e-04 ***]
Constant 0.333683 *** 5.065e-03 ***
R-Squared 0.2017 0.03528
F Statistic 17.17 on 3 and 189 DF 96.54 on 5 and 13056 DF
Observations 189 13056

28



Signif. codes: 0 “***70.001 “**0.01 “**0.05 . 0.1 “’1

From this table, it is evident from this table that there is a mildly statistically significant,
but decidedly negative relationship between the existence of a military parade and whether or not
a country participates in a militarized interstate dispute. The existence of a military parade in a
country indicates a 0.131622 point decrease in the probability that there is a militarized interstate
dispute that country is involved in. The existence of one or both countries having a military
parade results in a 4.993e-03 decrease in the probability that there is a militarized interstate
dispute, according to dyadic analysis from 2014. The result from the monads is statistically
significant at the 95% significance level, signified by the p-value. The result from the dyadic
regression is statistically significant at the 90% significance level.

In contrast, there is strong statistical significance for the constant and the other control
variables. The constant can be interpreted as when there is no military parade, the likelihood of a
conflict for that monad is 0.333683 and for a dyad pair, it is 5.065e-03. In the case of the dyadic
pairs in 2014, only 3.52% of the variation in the existence of a militarized interstate dispute can
be explained by knowledge of the existence of a military parade. In the case of monads in 2014,
only 20.17% of the variation in the existence of a militarized interstate dispute can be explained
by knowledge of the existence of a military parade.

Table 2: Monadic vs Dyadic Effects of Military Parades in 2004-2014.

2004-2014 Regression Coefficients

Monadic Linear Regression Dyadic Linear Regression
Parade (Dummy) -0.1137708 *** -3.686e-03 **
CINC scores: Country 1 5.2642375 *** 8.732e-01 ***
[Country 2] [7.222e-02 **%*]
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Polity: Country 1 -0.0031530 *** 5.282e-06

[Country 2] [2.390e-05 ***]

Constant 0.3117947 *** 5.991e-03 ***

R-Squared 0.1572 0.02802

F Statistic 127.2 on 3 and 2027 DF 828.8 on 5 and 143573 DF
Observations 2027 143573

Signif. codes: 0 “***70.001 “**0.01 “**0.05 . 0.1 “’1

Table 2 presents a slightly different story. Both parade variables from monadic and
dyadic analyses are highly statistically significant, however similar to 2014, the coefficients are
negative. In terms of the monadic analysis, the existence of a military parade in a country
indicates a 0.1137708 point decrease in the probability that there is a militarized interstate
dispute that country is involved in. With the dyadic analysis, the existence of one or both
countries having a military parade results in a 3.686e-03 decrease in the probability that there is a
militarized interstate dispute between the dyad members. The R-squared value for the 2004-2014
monad tells us that 15.72% of the variation in the existence of a MID can be explained by
knowledge of the existence of a military parade in that country. For the dyads, only 2.8% of the
variation in the existence of a MID can be explained by knowledge of the existence of a military
parade in that dyad pair. The constant can be interpreted as when there is no military parade, the
likelihood of a conflict for that monad is 0.31179 and for a dyad pair, it is 5.991e-03.

In terms of my control variables, there are a variety of fascinating conclusions.
Interestingly, in certain regressions, the effect of democracy from the Polity scores is positive.
Typically, democracy means that nations are less likely to go to war, at least with another
democracy. In all regressions, the effect of democracy is small, although it is occasionally

statistically significant. For example, in my dyadic analysis for the year 2014, holding all other
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variables constant including the regime type of the other country, the existence of democracy in
Country 1 is associated with a 1.363e-04 unit increase in the likelihood of a militarized interstate
dispute, which is statistically significant at the 95% confidence interval. Holding all other
variables constant including the regime type of Country 1, the existence of democracy in
Country 2 is associated with a 3.268e-04 unit increase in the likelihood of a militarized interstate
dispute, which is statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level.

Military capability, represented by the CINC score variable, is associated with increased
probability of conflict. In a monadic analysis of 2004-2014, higher CINC scores is associated
with a 5.2642375 unit increase in the likelihood of that country participating in a militarized
interstate dispute. In a dyadic analysis of 2004-2014, high CINC scores in Country 1 are
associated with an 8.732e-01 unit increase in the likelihood of a militarized interstate dispute
between the two countries. A high CINC score in Country 2 is associated with a 7.222e-02 unit
increase in the likelihood of a militarized interstate dispute between the two countries. All three
of these findings are statistically significant at the 99.9% confidence level.

I performed additional regression analyses on each category and time period to test
whether the assumptions [ made affected the results and whether the year 2011 had an outsized
effect on the results. The tables are available in the appendix for examination, however, there
was no noticeable change. The relationship between military parades and militarized interstate
disputes was negative in all regressions and statistically significant in the same regressions as
highlighted in the earlier tables.

Overall, there is statistical evidence that military parades and militarized interstate
disputes have a negative relationship. With the higher observation levels in the 2004-2014 range,

there was high statistical significance for this fact. It seems that the impact of a military parade is
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much stronger on the actions of an individual country, given the higher coefficients and r-squared
values. A dyad pairing where either one or both members of the pair had a military parade
seemed to be less explanatory of the existence of militarized interstate disputes between the pair.
In the following section, I will examine why this might be the case. More data points are needed
to more accurately understand the relationship between military parades and conflicts.
Combating missingness in data on this subject will be hard, as many newspapers do not report on
the actual events of their national day. However, in order to truly determine if these findings are
correct, there needs to be more data points, which can more sensitively and accurately determine
the relationship.
Analysis

The negative relationship between military parades and militarized interstate disputes
directly contradicts my hypotheses. I hypothesized that a militarized interstate dispute would be
more likely to occur involving nations that had a military parade on their national day and less
likely to occur involving nations that did not have a military parade on their national day. The
evidence does not support these hypotheses as it seems a country is less likely to have a
militarized interstate dispute when they have a military parade. This fits, however, with my
theory. In my theory section, I laid out several constraining factors as well as presented an
explanation of how military parades affected the bargaining range for countries. A country’s
military parade may have convinced another nation of the militaristic attitude of the first, leading
to better concessions for the first nation as well as an avoidance of war. Thus, a country that had
a military parade might have avoided war by achieving their interests through bargaining.

Beyond bargaining range, another consideration is that countries that may have

governmental attitudes that tended towards war might have been affected by the constraining
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factors of institutions. A key example is the case of President Donald Trump and his attempt to
host a military parade in the United States. Despite the fact that President Trump’s term began in
2016 which is outside of the range of this thesis, his example may shed some light on the results.
President Trump wanted a military parade during his term and he is the kind of personality type
one might expect to cause conflict, or even a large-scale war. His bombastic tendencies fit the
mold of my argument and yet no military parade occured. Why? One likely explanation is the
bureaucracy around him was not supportive so they steered him away from it. They saw it as
flashy and unnecessary and overly costly. Some may see this as President Trump breaking my
argument, however, I would argue that this fits well into my argument. The attitudes of the
government matter. Certainly the leader is a large part of it, but the elites around said leader
contribute to the culture and decision making of the nation. While we can never know the inner
workings of the administration and the views behind key decisions, it is evident that oppositional
attitudes from other domestic political elites can act as a constraint or a deterrent. Thus,
institutions both domestic and international could mitigate the effects of military parades.

This may also explain why there were positive coefficients with Polity scores in certain
cases. Typically, following the Democratic Peace Theory, democracies are more peaceful and
fight less with each other. However, there are several democracies which hold military parades,
including France. There is research that democracies may fight other non-democracies, given
certain circumstances.** While typically democracies are less prone to fighting amongst
themselves, it seemingly does not mean that they are less likely to fight in general. As explained
by Downes and Lilly (2010), democracies participate in conflicts, such as militarized interstate

disputes, even if they are less likely to fight all out wars.

3 Overt Peace, Covert War?: Covert Intervention and the Democratic Peace by Alexander B. Downes & Mary
Lauren Lilley (2010) explains an example when democracies do fight other countries.
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The other perspective is that military parades may not be inherently threatening, that they
are more examples of patriotism or nationalism. This argument is dependent on the capabilities
of impacted countries. For example, the United States will likely not feel threatened by a military
parade in the country of Barbados. However, neighboring countries of Barbados might see
consistent displays of military might and patriotism as threatening, especially if they lack the
capacity or will to defend themselves. Conversely, the United States continues to feel threatened
by the military parades of China, for example. This notion of capability is supported by the
coefficients of the CINC scores. These scores showed that military capability had explanatory
power when it comes to militarized interstate disputes. A higher CINC score provides more
confidence for the nation and these countries may be more capable of backing up their policies
with military action. Higher capability means higher threat level to nearby countries. A lower
capability might lower the threatening impact of a military parade.

The negative relationship between military parades and militarized interstate disputes
directly contradicts my hypotheses. My hypotheses may only be true in a truly anarchic world
and as I explained in my theory, institutions can limit the effects of anarchy. The negative
relationship, however, does not fully contradict my theory. There are several factors that I laid
out in my theory section that are useful in this scenario. Namely, the impact of parades on the
bargaining range may be a more compelling force to avoid conflict than to prompt it.
Governmental elites can have militaristic attitudes, but not have military parades due to domestic
institutional constraint. Capability also plays a large role in the likelihood of conflict, given that
most nations would make concessions to avoid a fight if they knew the other nation was more

capable.
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Conclusion

War is a complex issue with many moving parts. This thesis sought to argue that the
attitudes of a government towards war, which is an under discussed lens of analysis, affected the
number of conflicts a country enters. I quantitatively measured these governmental attitudes
through the existence of military parades on a country’s national day, a novel metric.

Scholars of war have debated the causes of war for centuries with many theories being
posited. The Democratic Peace theory and realist theories both provide crucial perspectives on
the causes of war and peace, yet both are lacking a critical examination of the role of the
individual. Recent developments in the field of political psychology have provided a limited, but
promising foundation for an examination of the topic. I utilized the lessons from these
well-established theories as well as newer contributions to form a theory on the ways that
governmental attitudes towards war—in particular, via the lens of military parades—shape
whether or not a country is likely to go to war. I explained the essential nature of the attitudes of
governmental elites and why it was the prime focus for my research. I laid out a process for how
military parades fit into pre-existing theories, specifically realist theory, and provided
explanations of further elements that might constrain the effects of military parades.

My data proved a negative relationship between the existence of military parades and the
likelihood of a country to engage in a militarized interstate dispute and, overall, contradicted my
hypotheses. However, it demonstrated that my theory of the constraining factors might be an
accurate one and there is future research that could be done into the circumstances under which
military parades have the greatest impact. Certainly, the flaws of my research design also limits
my ability to definitively answer the questions I posed in this thesis. If anything, the difficulty of

data mining and the lack of pre-existing data proves the importance of this area of study. Military
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parades have not received the level of academic investigation they merit. They offer a crucial
insight into the psyche and values of leaders and governmental elites as well as the citizenry who
attend. More research is required to examine the relationship between these two variables and to
further understand the psychology and implications of military parades.

While my thesis focuses on one specific aspect which is the attitudes of the leader and
governmental elites towards war, war depends on so many factors from governmental regimes to
institutions to the nature of the international system and more. My thesis attempted to provide a
theoretical framework for this impact of attitudes. However, data collection and time restraints
dampened progress. Further research is required into the study of military parades and how they
impact relations among states and into the psychology and attitudes of leaders. I feel certain that
a more in depth version of this thesis with coding for a larger number of years would be a
valuable contribution to this school of thought.

The implications of my work is not to prescribe banning or encouraging military parades
as a way to end war and achieve global peace. It is evident that many countries engage in conflict
with or without hosting a military parade. Understanding the nature of military parades, however,
can lead to increased understanding of the way that public rituals play out in international
relations and diplomacy. It is a fascinating mesh of hard and soft power and its utility lies in the

nuance, not the policy.

36



Biography
Alexander B. Downes & Mary Lauren Lilley (2010) “Overt Peace, Covert War?: Covert
Intervention and the Democratic Peace”, Security Studies, 19:2, 266-306, DOI:
10.1080/09636411003795756.
Azaryahu, Moaz. “The Independence Day Parade: A Political History of a Patriotic Ritual.” The
Military and Militarism in Israeli Society, edited by Edna Lomsky-Feder, and Eyal
Ben-Ari, State University of New York Press, 2000. ProQuest Ebook Central,

http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3408051.

Bremer, Stuart A. "Dangerous Dyads: Conditions Affecting the Likelihood of Interstate War,
1816-1965." The Journal of Conflict Resolution 36, no. 2 (1992): 309-41. Accessed
March 12, 2021. http://www.jstor.org/stable/174478.

“Chapter I: Purposes and Principles.” United Nations, United Nations, www.un.org/en/sections/

un-charter/chapter-i/index.html.

Dai, Xinyuan. “International Institutions and National Policies”, Cambridge University Press,
2007. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.
action?docID=321461.

Deudney, Daniel, and G. John Ikenberry. “The Nature and Sources of Liberal International
Order.” Review of International Studies, vol. 25, no. 2, 1999, pp. 179—-196. JSTOR,
www.jstor.org/stable/20097589. Accessed 3 Nov. 2020.

Douglas Lemke (1995) “The tyranny of distance: Redefining relevant dyads”, International

Interactions, 21:1, 23-38, DOI: 10.1080/03050629508434858

37


http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=3408051
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-i/index.html
http://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-i/index.html
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail

Doyle, Michael W. “Liberalism and World Politics.” The American Political Science Review,
vol. 80, no. 4, 1986, pp. 1151-1169. JSTOR, www.jstor.org/stable/1960861. Accessed 6
Dec. 2020.

Eben Coetzee & Heidi Hudson (2012) Democratic Peace Theory and the Realist-Liberal
Dichotomy: the Promise of Neoclassical Realism?, Politikon, 39:2, 257-277, DOI:
10.1080/02589346.2012.683942

Etheredge, L. S. (1978). Personality Effects on American Foreign Policy, 1898—1968: A Test of
Interpersonal Generalization Theory. American Political Science Review, 72(2),
434-451. Cambridge University Press.

Fearon, James D. "Rationalist Explanations for War." International Organization 49, no. 3
(1995): 379-414. Accessed March 12, 2021. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2706903.

Friedlander, Saul, and Raymond Cohen. "The Personality Correlates of Belligerence in
International Conflict: A Comparative Analysis of Historical Case Studies."

Comparative Politics 7, no. 2 (1975): 155-86. Accessed March 12, 2021.
doi:10.2307/421547.

Grechyna, Daryna, 2017. "Political Instability: The Neighbor vs. the Partner Effect," MPRA
Paper 79952, University Library of Munich, Germany.

Hermann, Margaret G. "Explaining Foreign Policy Behavior Using the Personal Characteristics
of Political Leaders." International Studies Quarterly 24, no. 1 (1980): 7-46. Accessed
March 12, 2021. doi:10.2307/2600126.

Hwang, Yih-Jye, and Florian Schneider. “Performance, Meaning, and Ideology in the Making of

Legitimacy: The Celebrations of the People's Republic of China's Sixty-Year

38



Anniversary.” China Review, vol. 11, no. 1, 2011, pp. 27-55. JSTOR,
www.jstor.org/stable/23462196. Accessed 12 Mar. 2021.

Horowitz, Michael C., Allan C. Stam, and Cali M. Ellis. (2015). Why Leaders Fight. New York:
Cambridge University Press.

Kaysen, Carl. “Is War Obsolete?: A Review Essay.” International Security, vol. 14, no. 4, 1990,
pp. 42—64. JSTOR, www.]stor.org/stable/2538750. Accessed 3 Nov. 2020.

Lebow, Richard Ned. A Cultural Theory of International Relations, Cambridge University Press,
2008. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?
docID=410146.

McDermott, Rose. "Leadership." In Political Psychology in International Relations, 215-38. Ann
Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2004. Accessed March 12, 2021.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.3998/mpub.10847.11.

Orme, John David. Human Nature and the Causes of War. Palgrave Macmillan, 2018.

Orwell, George. “George Orwell: Part I: England Your England.” George Orwell's Library,
2019, orwell.ru/library/essays/lion/english/e_eye.

Oye, Kenneth A. "Explaining Cooperation under Anarchy: Hypotheses and Strategies." World
Politics 38, no. 1 (1985): 1-24. Accessed March 12, 2021. doi:10.2307/2010349.
Russett, Bruce M., and John R. Oneal. Triangulating Peace: Democracy, Interdependence, and

International Organizations. W.W. Norton & Company, 2001.
Samuel P. Huntington. “The Clash of Civilizations.” Foreign Affairs 72 (Summer 1993), 22-49.
Sapolsky, Harvey M. “A World Full of Free Riders?” E-International Relations, 7 May 2020,

www.e-ir.info/2017/02/01/a-world-full-of-free-riders/.

39


http://www.e-ir.info/2017/02/01/a-world-full-of-free-riders/

Sjoberg, Laura. Gendering Global Conflict : Toward a Feminist Theory of War, Columbia
University Press, 2013. ProQuest Ebook Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/
ucsd/detail.action?docID=1103410.

Vasquez, John A. "Why Do Neighbors Fight? Proximity, Interaction, or Territoriality." Journal of
Peace Research 32, no. 3 (1995): 277-93. Accessed March 12, 2021.

http://www.jstor.org/stable/425665.
Waltz, Kenneth. Theory of International Politics. Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1979.

Wendt, Alexander. Social Theory of International Politics. Cambridge University Press, 1999.

EBSCOhost, search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk & AN=55674

&site=chost-live.

40


http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=1103410
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ucsd/detail.action?docID=1103410

Appendix

Appendix Table 1: Monadic vs Dyadic Effects of Military Parades in 2014 alone, without

assumptions.
2014 Regressions
Monadic Linear Regression Dyadic Linear Regression
Parade -0.009611 -0.0022176
CINC scores: Country 1 5.584580 ** 1.1982014%**
[Country 2] [0.2307163 ***]
Polity: Country 1 0.004202 0.0002170
[Country 2] [0.0006996 ***]
Constant 0.308041 *** 0.0075872 ***
R-Squared 0.07894 0.05115

F Statistic

3.914 on 3 and 99 DF

57.86 on 5 and 5268 DF

Observations

99

5268

Signif. codes: 0 “***70.001 “**’0.01

“20.05°7 0.1°°1

Please note that there were 124 observations left over after removing assumptions, a further 21

observations were deleted due to missingness from other categories such as the Polity and the

Cinc scores.

Appendix Table 2: Monadic vs Dyadic Effects of Military Parades in 2004-2014, without

assumptions.
2004-2014 Regressions
Monadic Linear Regression Dyadic Linear Regression
Parade (Dummy) -0.1131310 *** -4.928e-03 **

CINC scores: Country 1
[Country 2]

-0.0034478 ***

1.034e+00 ***
[6.919-02 ***]
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Polity: Country 1 4.6950968 *** -4.595e-05
[Country 2] [-2.794e-05]
Constant 0.3670410 *** 8.858e-03 ***
R-Squared 0.1604 0.04067

F Statistic

87.36 on 3 and 1353 DF

501.5 on 5 and 59023 DF

Observations

1353

59023

Signif. codes: 0 “***70.001 “**0.01 “**0.05 . 0.1 “’1

Appendix Table 3: Monadic vs Dyadic Effects of Military Parades in 2004-2014, without

2011.
2004-2014 Regressions
Monadic Linear Regression Dyadic Linear Regression
Parade (Dummy) -0.110529 *** -3.094e-03 ***

CINC scores: Country 1
[Country 2]

5.403490 ***

7.794e-01 ***
[1.006e-01%%%]

Polity: Country 1

-0.003334 *#*

-6.435e-05 ***

[Country 2] [-3.149¢-05 *]
Constant 0.286747 *** 2.024¢-03 ***
R-Squared 0.1708 0.03699

F Statistic

126.3 on 3 and 1822 DF

1001 on 5 and 130226 DF

Observations

1822

130226

Signif. codes: 0 “***70.001 “**0.01 “*>0.05 > 0.1 “’1

Appendix Table 4: Number of militarized interstate disputes for the time period of

2004-2014.

Year Number of MIDs

2004

48

42



2005 47
2006 39
2007 31
2008 41
2009 33
2010 27
2011 650
2012 63
2013 74
2014 140

Appendix Table 5: Monadic vs Dyadic Effects of Military Parades on Hostility Level of

MIDs in 2004-2014.

2004-2014 Regressions

Monadic Linear Regression

Dyadic Linear Regression

Parade (Dummy)

-0.330580 ***

-1.380e-02 ***

CINC scores: Country 1
[Country 2]

14.997431 ***

2.907e+00 ***
[1.807e-01 ***]

Polity: Country 1 -0.006728 *** -2.640e-05
[Country 2] [-4.792e-06]
Constant 0.890451 *** 1.904e-02 ***
R-Squared 0.12 0.02779

F Statistic

93.23 on 3 and 2027 DF

821.7 on 5 and 143573 DF

Observations

2027

143573

Signif. codes: 0 “***70.001 “**0.01 “**0.05 . 0.1 ‘"1
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Appendix Table 6: Raw Dataset of Parades per Country for 2014, with sources

Country Code Date Parade Assumed | Newspaper Link
Pajhwok News
Agency,
Bakhtar News
Afghanistan 700 August 19th 0 Agency Source
November
Albania 339 28th 0 Gazeta Tema  |Source
couldn't find a
Algeria 615 July 5th 0 a source
Andorra 232 September 8th |0 Diari d'Andorra [Source
Angola 540 November 11th |0 Angonoticias  |Source
Antigua and
Barbuda 58 November 1st |1 Antigua Nice |Source
Argentina 160 July 9th 0 La Nacion Source
Armenia 371 September 21st |0 Asbarez
The Guardian
Australia 900 January 26th |0 AU Source
Austria 305 October 26th |0 a The Local Source
couldn't find a
Azerbaijan 373 October 18th |0 a source
The Bahamas
Bahamas 31 July 10th 0 Weekly Source
Bahrain News
Bahrain 692 December 16th |0 Agency Source
Bangladesh 771 March 26th 0 The Daily Star [Source
November
Barbados 53 30th 1 using 2015 Nation News  |Source
Belarus 370 July 3rd 1 Belta Source
Belgium 211 July 21st 0 SudInfo Source
Belize 80 September 21st |0 Amandla Source
Benin 434 August 1st 1 using 2015 La Nation Source
Bhutan 760 December 17th |0 The Butanese |Source
couldn't find a
Bolivia 145 August 6th 0 a source
Bosnia and November
Herzegovina  |346 25th 0 Dnevni avaz Source
September
Botswana 571 30th 0 Mmegi Online |Source
Rio Times
Brazil 140 September 7th |1 using 2015 Online Source
Brunei Ministry of
Darussalam 835 February 23rd |1 Defence Source
Bulgaria 355 March 3rd 0 Novinite Source
Burkina Faso 439 December 11th |1 Le Pays Source
Travel and
Burundi 516 July 1st 1 using a blog  |Tour World Source
The Cambodia
Cambodia 811 November 9th [0 Daily Source
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https://pajhwok.com/2014/08/19/pajhwok-greets-nation-independence-day/
http://www.gazetatema.net/2014/11/28/101-vjetori-i-pavaresisebasha-dita-qe-bashkon-shpirtrat-e-te-gjithe-shqiptareve/
https://www.diariandorra.ad/noticies/opinio/2014/09/07/salutacions_per_diada_meritxell_61187_1129.html
https://www.angonoticias.com/Artigos/item/44839/acto-central-dos-festejos-decorre-hoje-no-huambo
https://www.antiguanice.com/v2/client.php?id=769&news=7554
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/politica/todo-el-gabinete-acompanara-al-vice-en-el-acto-de-tucuman-nid1708386/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/jan/25/why-we-need-a-national-day-to-unite-original-and-new-australians
https://www.thelocal.at/20141027/ten-things-to-never-say-to-an-austrian
http://www.thebahamasweekly.com/publish/community/Calendar_Of_Events_41st_Independence_Celebrations_for_Nassau35742.shtml
https://www.bna.bh/en/ArchiveDetails.aspx?archiveId=32080
https://www.thedailystar.net/online/nation-celebrating-45th-independence-day-73901
https://www.nationnews.com/2015/11/19/over-1000-on-parade-independence-day/
https://eng.belta.by/society/view/half-a-million-people-celebrate-belarus-independence-day-near-minsk-hero-city-stela-5200-2014/
https://www.sudinfo.be/art/d-20140702-34CGY8?referer=%2Farchives%2Frecherche%2Fpaywall%3Fdatefilter%3Dlast10year%26facets%3DGL%253A3776BF00-132A-4411-BD5B-C493EDBB2DD6%26sort%3Ddate%2520asc%26word%3Dfete%2520de%2520l%2527independance
https://amandala.com.bz/news/pm-promises-3m-mortgage-relief-independence-dayby-kareem-clarke/
https://lanationbenin.info/celebration-du-55e-anniversaire-de-l-independance-du-benin-les-55-ans-du-benin-celebres-avec-faste-a-djougou/
https://thebhutanese.bt/the-national-day-message/
https://avaz.ba/vijesti/bih/148560/u-jajcu-svecano-obiljezen-dan-drzavnosti-bih
https://www.mmegi.bw/index.php?sid=1&aid=38&dir=2013/August/Friday16/
https://riotimesonline.com/brazil-news/rio-politics/curious-facts-about-brazil-on-independence-day/
http://www.mindef.gov.bn/Lists/News/DispForm.aspx?ID=1869
https://www.novinite.com/articles/158614/Liberation+Day+Ceremonies+to+be+Held+Across+Bulgaria
https://lepays.bf/54e-anniversaire-de-lindependance-du-burkina-belle-fete-dedougou/
https://travelntourworld.wordpress.com/2014/07/02/burundi-celebrated-its-52nd-independence-day-on-july-1-with-joy-and-fervour/
https://english.cambodiadaily.com/news/revelers-celebrate-61st-anniversary-of-independence-71927/

Presidency of

Cameroon 471 May 20th 1 the Republic _ |Source
Canada 20 July 1st 0 Source
Cabo Verde 402 July 5th 0 A Nacao Source
Central Agence
African Centrafricaine
Republic 482 August 13th 0 de Presse Source
couldn't find a
Chad 483 August 11th 0 a source
September
Chile 155 18th 1 La Tercera Source
China 710 October 1st 1 China Daily Source
Colombia 100 July 20th 1 El Espectador |Source
using 2013 and
Comoros 581 July 6th 1 2017 Al-watwan Source
Democratic
Republic of couldn't find a
the Congo 490 June 30th 0 a source
Republic of Les Dépéches
the Congo 484 August 15th 1 de Brazzaville |Source
September
Costa Rica 94 15th 0 Tico Times Source
Agence
Ivoirienne de
Cote d'Ivoire  |437 August 7th 1 using 2016 Presse Source
Slobodna
Croatia 344 June 25th 0 Dalmacija Source
Cuba 40 July 26th 0 Granma Source
In Cyprus /
Cyprus 352 October 1st 1 Anastasia Source
Czech couldn't find a
Republic 316 October 28th |0 a source Source
Denmark 390 June 5th 0 CPH Post Source
Brussels
Djibouti 522 June 27th 1 Diplomatic Source
Dominica
Dominica 54 November 3rd |1 News Onlime _[Source
Dominican
Republic 42 February 27th |1 Listin Diario  |Source
East Timor November Timor Leste
(Timor-Leste) |860 28th 1 using 2020 Government  |Source
Ecuador 130 August 10th 1 using 2019 El Universo Source
couldn't find a
Egypt 651 July 23rd 0 a source
September
El Salvador 92 15th 1 La Prensa Source
La Gaceta de
Equatorial Guinea
Guinea 411 October 12th |1 Ecuatorial Source
Ministry of
Education
Eritrea 531 May 24th 1 Eritrea Source
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https://www.prc.cm/en/news/694-impressive-march-past-to-celebrate-the-42nd-national-day
https://www.thestar.com/news/gta/2014/07/01/what_you_need_to_know_for_canada_day_weather_and_events.html
https://anacao.cv/2015/07/05/40-anos-de-independencia-pr-destaca-saude-e-educacao-como-maiores-ganhos-do-5-de-julho/
https://www.acap.cf/DISCOURS-DE-LA-PRESIDENTE-DE-TRANSITION-A-L-OCCASION-DE-LA-CELEBRATION-DU-54eme-ANNIVERSAIRE-D-INDEPENDANCE-DE-LA_a6088.html
https://www.latercera.com/noticia/con-el-batallon-de-haiti-70-aviones-y-9-mil-uniformados-asi-sera-la-parada-militar-2014/
http://africa.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2014-10/01/content_18689627.htm
https://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/gobierno-augura-futuro-de-paz-en-el-dia-de-la-independencia/
https://alwatwan.net/politique/f%C3%AAte-nationale-les-comoriens-ont-c%C3%A9l%C3%A9br%C3%A9-les-42-ans-d%E2%80%99anniversaire.html
http://www.lesdepechesdebrazzaville.fr/flex/php/simple_document.php?doc=20140818_DBZ_DBZ_ALL.pdf
https://ticotimes.net/2014/09/12/independence-day-broadway-revue-and-other-happenings-around-costa-rica
https://aip.ci/cote-divoire-societefete-nationale-bouake-les-populations-civiles-etaient-absentes-au-defile/
https://slobodnadalmacija.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/drzavni-vrh-polozio-vijence-i-zapalio-svijece-na-mirogoju-milanovic-moramo-shvatiti-da-povijest-nije-staticna-238779
http://www.granma.cu/26-de-julio/2014-07-26/en-artemisa-como-en-el-resto-del-pais-siempre-sera-26
https://cordelia.typepad.com/anastasia/2014/10/cyprus-independence-day-2014.html
https://english.radio.cz/czechs-celebrate-czechoslovak-independence-day-october-28-8117198
https://cphpost.dk/?p=100751
https://brusselsdiplomatic.com/2014/06/27/djibouti-independence-day-is-facing-terrorists-threat/
https://dominicanewsonline.com/news/homepage/news/culture/independence-celebrations-kick-weekend/
https://listindiario.com/la-republica/2014/02/28/312513/celebran-dia-de-la-independencia
http://timor-leste.gov.tl/?p=26170&lang=en&lang=en
https://www.eluniverso.com/noticias/2019/08/02/nota/7453242/quito-festejara-parada-militar-primer-grito-independencia
https://www.laprensa.hn/mundo/1000265-410/salvadore%C3%B1os-celebran-independencia-con-desfiles-y-demostraci%C3%B3n-militar
https://9ad37dca-c454-4ea2-b887-d3f7a8115ac1.filesusr.com/ugd/adb638_f470702df6ec4f66b8fe3cd41b2d5be6.pdf
https://shabait.com/2014/05/24/23rd-independence-day-celebration-officially-conducted-with-patriotic-zeal/

Estonia 366 February 24th |1 ERR Source
couldn't find a
Ethiopia 530 May 28th 0 a source
Fiji 950 October 10th |1 Fiji Sun Source
Finland 375 December 6th |1 YLE Source
French
France 220 July 14th 1 Government  [Source
using 2012,
Gabon 481 August 17th 1 2020 L'union Source
The Gambia  [|420 February 18th |1 The Guardian [Source
Georgia 372 May 26th 0 Agenda Source
Germany 255 QOctober 3rd 0 using 2015 The Local Source
Ghana 452 March 6th 1 Citi FM online |Source
Greece 350 March 25th 1 I Avgi Source
Greenland unknown June 21st 0 using 2015 Sermitsiaq Source
February using 2015,
Grenada 55 7th-8th 1 2016 Now Granada |Source
students
September dressed like
Guatemala 90 15th 1 soldiers La Hora Source
using 2018,
Guinea 438 October 2nd |0 yes Guinee News |Source
September using 2020,
Guinea-Bissau [404 24th 0 yes O Democrata__|Source
Guyana 110 May 26th 0 a, using 2012 |Stabroek Source
Haiti 41 January 1st 0 a Haiti Libre Source
September
Honduras 91 15th 0 La Prensa Source
Hong Kong October 1st 0 same as China |BBC Source
Hungary 310 March 15th 0 using 2015 Blikk Source
Iceland
Iceland 395 June 17th 0 Review Source
Hindustan
India 750 August 15th [0 Times Source
Indonesia 850 August 17th 0 Jakarta Post Source
Iran 630 February 11th |0 Al Jazeera Source
Middle East
Iraq 645 October 3rd 0 Monitor Source
Ireland 205 March 17th 0 The Telegraph |Source
April
Israel 666 16th-17th 0 Jerusalem Post [Source
using articles
about
Italy 325 June 2nd 1 traditions The Local Source
Ivory Coast 437 August 7th 1 Abidjan.net Source
Caribbean
National
Jamaica 51 August 6th 0 a, using 2016 |Weekly Source
Japan 740 February 11th |0 a Culture Trip Source
The Jordan
Jordan 663 May 25th 0 Times Source
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https://news.err.ee/108370/independence-day-celebrations-to-move-to-parnu-in-2014
https://fijisun.com.fj/2014/10/10/fiji-day-joy/
https://areena.yle.fi/1-2525358
https://www.gouvernement.fr/en/bastille-day-14-july-the-national-holiday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-r9LasSlM_k
https://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/youngreporter/11062555.the-gambia-marks-49th-independence-anniversary-and-national-day/
https://agenda.ge/en/news/2014/1280
https://www.thelocal.de/20151003/germany-fetes-25-years-of-unity-with-call-for-tolerance
https://citifmonline.com/2014/03/ghana-is-57-today/
https://www.avgi.gr/koinonia/90444_abato-syntagma-kai-sti-stratiotiki-parelasi-stin-athina
https://sermitsiaq.ag/node/179920
https://www.nowgrenada.com/2015/01/independence-activities-schedule-2015/
https://lahora.gt/sobre-independencia-y-el-desfile/
https://www.guinee7.com/la-celebration-de-la-fete-nationale-reportee/
https://www.odemocratagb.com/?p=1870
https://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/05/05/news/guyana/guyana-food-arts-and-music-festival-to-celebrate-independence/
https://www.haitilibre.com/article-10206-haiti-social-bonne-fete-de-l-independance.html
https://www.laprensa.hn/honduras/regionales/745486-98/honduras-recibi%C3%B3-antorcha-de-la-paz
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-29430229
https://www.blikk.hu/sztarvilag/nem-tudod-hova-menj-marcius-15-en/9lzs9h9
https://www.icelandreview.com/news/national-day-a-success-despite-rain-southwest/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india/august-15-is-not-just-about-the-red-fort-speech/story-eSJtLFz2CkJnFiteKxdpVO.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2014/08/17/ri-independence-day-celebrations-lanny-jaya-passes-safely.html
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2014/2/11/iranians-rally-to-mark-35-years-of-revolution
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200904-iraq-to-celebrate-independence-day-as-national-day-after-years-of-dispute/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/ireland/articles/St-Patricks-Day-2014-Celebrations-and-parades-around-the-world/
https://www.jpost.com/National-News/Israelis-jam-pack-national-parks-army-bases-in-celebration-of-Independence-Day-351427
https://www.thelocal.it/20200602/five-things-you-should-know-about-italys-republic-day
https://news.abidjan.net/v/18190.html
https://www.caribbeannationalweekly.com/caribbean-breaking-news-featured/jamaicans-emancipation-independence-celebrate/
https://theculturetrip.com/asia/japan/articles/celebrate-national-foundation-day-japan/
http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/jordan-marks-68th-independence-day

December

Kazakhstan 705 16th-17th 0 a, using 2013 |Astana Times |Source
Kenya 501 December 12th [0 The Standard _|Source
Kiribati
Kiribati 946 July 12th 0 Updates Source
only every 5
North Korea  |731 September 9th [0 years NK News Source
South Korea |732 August 15th 0 Asia Society  |Source
Kosovo 347 February 17th |1 Portalb Source
Kuwait 690 February 25th [0 a Kuwait Times [Source
Kyrgyzstan 703 August 31st 0 a, using 2017 |AKI Press Source
The Laotian
Laos 812 December 2nd |0 a, using 2017 [Time Source
Public
November Broadcasting
Latvia 367 18th 1 a, using 2015 |of Latvia Source
November using other The Daily Star
Lebanon 660 22nd 0 years, yes Lebanon Source
Lesotho 570 October 4th 0 Lesotho Times [Source
Government of
the Republic
Liberia 450 July 26th 0 troop review  |of Lesotho Source
The Libya
Libya 620 December 24th |1 a, using 2015 |Observer Source
Liechstenstein |223 August 15th 0 a Liechtenstein |Source
Lithuania 368 February 16th [0 Alkas Source
Luxembourg [212 June 23rd 1 L'essentiel Source
Madagascar 580 June 26th 1 Prokerala Source
a, using 2016
Malawi 553 July 6th 1 and 17 The Times Source
using 2018,
yes (2014
cancelled due
to Malaysian
flights
Malaysia 820 August 31st 0 cancelled) The Star Source
Maldives
Maldives 781 July 26th 0 Insider Source
September a, using 2010, |Journal du
Mali 432 22nd 1 2016 and 2018 [Mali Source
September
Malta 338 21st 1 Alamy Source
Marshall Marshall
Islands 983 May 1st 0 a, using 2018 |Islands Journal [Source
a, using 2015 |Radio Caraibes
Martinique part of France |July 14th 1 and 2018 International  |[Source
November
Mauritania 435 28th 1 a, using 2015 |Le Calame Source
Mauritius 590 March 12th 1 L'express Source
September
Mexico 70 16th 1 Excelsior Source
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https://astanatimes.com/2013/12/astana-marks-independence-speeches-songs-celebrations/
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/kenya/article/2000144598/pomp-and-colour-as-kenyans-mark-freedom-day
https://kiribatiupdates.com.ki/e-na-waaki-kanoan-ana-ka-35-ni-kainaomata-kiribati-2014/
https://www.nknews.org/2013/09/no-heavy-military-hardware-at-n-koreas-anniversary-parade/
https://asiasociety.org/korea/gwangbokjeol
https://portalb.mk/33862-kosova-feston-6-vjetorin-e-pavaresise/
https://news.kuwaittimes.net/website/kuwait-marks-58th-national-day/
https://akipress.com/news:596299:Bishkek_marked_Independence_Day/
https://laotiantimes.com/2017/12/02/dec-2-national-day-celebrations-past-present/
https://eng.lsm.lv/article/society/society/military-parade-marks-latvias-independence-day.a155557/
https://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2014/Nov-21/278441-no-celebration-much-lament-on-lebanons-independence-day.ashx
http://lestimes.com/independence-cup-grosses-m300-000/
http://mofa.gov.lr/public2/2press.php?news_id=1195&related=7&pg=sp
https://www.libyaobserver.ly/videos/independence-day-celebrations
https://www.liechtenstein.li/en/country-and-people/state-symbols/national-day/
http://alkas.lt/2014/02/16/vasario-16-aja-sven
http://www.lessentiel.lu/fr/embourg/story/La-fete-nationale-a-debute-en-beaute-ce-dimanche-19685380
https://www.prokerala.com/news/photos/antananarivo-54th-anniversary-of-madagascar-s-independence-from-france-44118.html
https://times.mw/independence-day-needs-celebrations/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2014/08/30/merdeka-johor-dataran-bandaraya
https://maldives.net.mv/2157/happy-independence-day/
https://www.journaldumali.com/2010/09/21/celebration-du-cinquantenaire-les-details-de-la-fete/
https://www.alamy.com/armed-forces-of-malta-soldiers-march-during-a-military-parade-to-mark-maltas-republic-day-in-valletta-december-13-2014-malta-a-former-british-colony-became-a-republic-in-1974-10-years-after-gaining-independence-reutersdarrin-zammit-lupi-malta-tags-anniversary-military-politics-image377428827.html
https://marshallislandsjournal.com/heine-everyone-pull-their-weight/
https://www.rci.fm/martinique/infos/Societe/Le-defile-du-14-juillet-sur-le-bord-de-mer-de-Fort-de-France
http://lecalame.info/?q=node/3163
https://www.lexpress.mu/photo-gallery/fete-nationale-les-temps-forts-en-images
https://www.excelsior.com.mx/nacional/2014/09/16/981952

Kaselehlie

Micronesia 987 November 3rd |0 a, using 2018 [Press Source
a, using 2013 | Timpul de
Moldova 359 August 27th 0 and 2017 dimineata Source
November The Court
Monaco 221 19th 1 Jeweller Source
Mongolia 712 December 29th |0 News.mn Source
Made in
Montenegro 341 July 13th-14th [0 a, unclear year |Montenegro Source
November Morocco
Morocco 600 18th 0 World News _ |Source
Mozambique [541 June 25th 1 SABC News [Source
Myanmar 775 January 4th 1 Al Jazeera Source
couldn't find a
Namibia 565 March 21st 0 a source
Nauru 970 January 31st |0 a iExplore Source
The
September other years, Kathmandu
Nepal 760 20th 0 yes Times Source
Netherlands 210 May 5th 0 Dutch News Source
New Zealand
New Zealand 920 February 6th |0 Herald Source
September
Nicaragua 93 15th 0 Vianica Source
Niger 436 December 18th |0 Niamey Source
Premium
Nigeria 475 October 1st 0 Times Source
North
Macedonia 343 September 8th |0 a, using 2011 |Balkan Insight |Source
Norway 385 May 17th 0 a, using 2016 [Norway Today |Source
November
Oman 698 18th 0 usually yes National News [Source
Pakistan 770 August 14th 0 The Nation Source
couldn't find a
Palau 986 October 1st 0 a source
Panama 95 November 3rd |0 El Siglo Source
Papua New September
Guinea 910 16th 0 The National |Source
Paraguay 150 May 14th-15th |0 a Ultima Hora __ |Source
Peru 135 July 28th 1 a, using 2008 |United Planet |Source
Manila
Philippines 840 June 12th 0 a, using 2018 |Bulletin Source
November Krakow
Poland 290 11th 0 a, using 2016 [Naszemiasto |Source
AnibalCavaco
Silva.arquivo.p
Portugal 235 June 10th 1 residencia.pt _ [Source
Qatar 694 December 18th |1 Doha News Source
Radio
Romania
Romania 360 December 1st |1 International  |Source
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http://www.kpress.info/index.php?option=com_content&view=archive&year=2018&month=12&Itemid=101
https://www.timpul.md/articol/cum-va-fi-marcata-cea-de-a-22-a-aniversare-de-la-proclamarea-independenei-r--moldova-47326.html
http://www.thecourtjeweller.com/2014/11/monacos-national-day-2014.html
https://news.mn/en/196630/
https://madeinmontenegro.com/na-cetinju-odrzan-veliki-crnogorski-mars/
https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2014/11/144362/morocco-to-celebrate-independence-day-on-tuesday/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj2K1CFiRcA
https://www.aljazeera.com/gallery/2014/1/4/in-pictures-myanmars-independence-day
https://www.iexplore.com/articles/travel-guides/australia-and-south-pacific/nauru/festivals-and-events
https://kathmandupost.com/miscellaneous/2014/05/29/seventh-republic-day-celeberated-with-fanfare
https://www.dutchnews.nl/news/2014/05/liberation_day_festivities_att/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/waitangi-day-2014/ERIX7PFHVMQ5E2I54EXCKNHAR4/
https://vianica.com/go/specials/5-independence_Nicaragua.html
http://news.aniamey.com/h/19052.html
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/news/top-news/168628-nigeria-kicks-off-54th-independence-anniversary-celebration.html
https://balkaninsight.com/2011/09/09/thousands-turn-out-for-macedonia-independence-day-celebrations/
https://norwaytoday.info/culture/norways-national-day/
https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/omanis-mark-national-day-without-their-beloved-monarch-1.308535
https://nation.com.pk/05-Aug-2014/independence-day-jubilations-reaching-their-zenith
http://elsiglo.com.pa/panama/los193-anos-independencia-espana-celebrados-chorrera/23824401
https://www.thenational.com.pg/tribe-fetes-god-during-independence-day/
https://www.ultimahora.com/a-203-anos-independencia-patria-madres-nativas-aun-reivindican-tierras-n794525.html
https://www.unitedplanet.org/blog/2008/08/01/fiestas-patrias-del-peru-peru%E2%80%99s-national-independence-day
https://mb.com.ph/2018/06/12/independence-day-celebrations-ring-of-pride-love-for-freedom/
https://krakow.naszemiasto.pl/swieto-niepodleglosci-w-krakowie-beda-utrudnienia-w-ruchu/ar/c4-3911083
https://anibalcavacosilva.arquivo.presidencia.pt/diadeportugal2014/?idc=787&idi=85039
https://www.dohanews.co/everything-need-know-qatar-national-day-2014-edition/
https://www.rri.ro/fr_fr/december_1_2014-2523766

Russian

yes on Victory

Federation 365 November 4th |0 Day Izvestia Source
The
Government of
Rwanda
Rwanda 517 July 4th 1 YouTube Source
St Kitts and
Saint Kitts and September Nevis
Nevis 60 19th 0 a, using 2016 |Observer Source
Saint Lucia 56 December 13th |1 St Lucia Star__ [Source
Saint Vincent
and The
Grenadines 57 October 27th |1 iWitness News |Source
Samoa 990 June st 0 Samoa News  [Source
couldn't find a
San Marino 331 September 3rd [0 a source
Sao Tome and couldn't find a
Principe 403 July 12th 0 a source
September
Saudi Arabia 1670 23rd 0 Saudi Gazette |Source
Agence de
Presse
Senegal 433 April 4th 1 Senegalese Source
February for Victory
Serbia unknown 15th-16th 0 Day, yes Politika Source
Seychelles
Seychelles 591 June 29th 1 News Agency [Source
The Patriotic
Sierra Leone  [451 April 27th 0 Vanguard Source
a, using 2018
Slovakia 317 September 1st |0 and 2012 The Mayor.eu_|Source
December Slovenia
Slovenia 349 23rd 0 Times Source
Solomon
Islands
Solomon Broadcasting
Islands 940 July 7th 0 a, using 2016 |Corporation Source
a, using 2016 |Goobjoog
Somalia 520 July Ist 0 and 17 News Source
Government
Communicatio
ns of South
South Africa __ [560 April 27th 0 Africa Source
South Sudan  [626 July 9th 0 a VOA News Source
Spain 230 October 12th |1 El Universo Source
Sri Lanka Air
Sri Lanka 780 February 4th |1 a Force Source
Sudan 625 January 1st 0 Daily Trust Source
November
Suriname 115 25th 0 Waterkant Source
couldn't find a
Swaziland 572 September 6th |0 a source
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https://iz.ru/news/578939
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBkyPehKvbo
https://www.thestkittsnevisobserver.com/st-kitts-nevis-celebrates-33rd-independence-anniversary/
https://stluciastar.com/big-plans-for-independence-35/
https://www.iwnsvg.com/2014/11/10/police-officer-who-participated-in-each-of-svgs-independence-parades-prepares-to-retire/
https://www.samoanews.com/samoa%E2%80%99s-52nd-independence-celebration
https://saudigazette.com.sa/article/98028/All-set-for-the-inauguration-of-worlds-biggest-flag-on-the-tallest-flagpole
http://archives.aps.sn/article/126826?lightbox[width]=75p&lightbox[height]=90p
http://www.politika.rs/scc/clanak/284456/%D0%9E%D0%B1%D0%B5%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%B6%D0%B5%D0%BD-%D0%94%D0%B0%D0%BD-%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B6%D0%B0%D0%B2%D0%BD%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B8-%D0%A1%D1%80%D0%B1%D0%B8%D1%98%D0%B5
http://www.seychellesnewsagency.com/articles/769/Fireworks+and++kids+with+perfect+rhythm+Seychelles+celebrates+National+Day
http://thepatrioticvanguard.com/53-years-of-independence-state-house-insignia-and-awards-ceremony
https://www.themayor.eu/it/happy-independence-day-slovakia
https://sloveniatimes.com/slovenia-celebrates-independence-and-unity-day/
https://www.sibconline.com.sb/solomon-islands-celebrates-38th-independence-anniversary/
http://goobjoog.com/english/somalia-commemorates-its-independence-day/
https://www.gcis.gov.za/content/newsroom/media-releases/media-statements/gov_enourages-citizens-to-celebrate-freedom25April2014
https://www.voanews.com/africa/south-sudan-marks-third-independence-day-despite-war
https://www.eluniverso.com/2009/10/13/1/1361/zapatero-abucheado-durante-desfile-militar.html
http://www.airforce.lk/news.php?news=1847
https://dailytrust.com/sudan-marks-58th-independence-anniversary-seeks-unity
https://www.waterkant.net/suriname/2014/11/05/spoorlijnproject-van-wal-op-onafhankelijkheidsdag/

Swedish Royal

Sweden 380 June 6th 0 Court Source
Switzerland 225 August 1st 0 The Local Source
Syria 652 April 17th 0 Irish Times Source
Taiwan 713 October 10th |1 Taipei Times |Source
Radio Free
Tajikistan 702 September 9th |0 Europe Source
Tanzania 510 December 9th |1 a, using 2015 |BBC News Source
Thailand 800 December 5th [0 Bangkok Post [Source
Togo 461 April 27th 1 Le Temps Source
Pacific
Tokelau N/A October 22nd _|N/A Guardians Source
Tonga 955 November 4th |0 Matangi Source
Trinidad and
Tobago
Newsday/
Trinidad and Trinidad
Tobago 52 August 31st 1 a, using 2017 |Express Source
a, using 2013  [Tunisie
Tunisia 616 March 20th 0 and 2016 Numerique Source
Turkey 640 October 29th |1 Daily Sabah  |Source
September Radio Free
Turkmenistan |701 27th 1 Europe Source
Tuvalu 947 October 1st 0 Tagata Pasifika [Source
Uganda 500 October 9th 0 New Vision Source
Radio Free
Ukraine 369 August 24th |1 Europe Source
United Arab
Emirates 696 December 2nd [0 Khaleej Times [Source
United
Kingdom 200 April 23rd 0 Telegraph UK |Source
United States |2 July 4th 0 KPBS Source
Uruguay 165 August 25th |0 TeleSUR Tv  |Source
Uzbekistan 704 September 1st [0 Prokerala Source
Vanuatu 935 July 30th 0 a, using 2015 |Daily Post Source
Venezuela 101 July 5th 1 a, using 2019 |La Patilla Source
Vietnam 816 September 2nd |0 Vietnam News [Source
Yemen 679 May 22nd 0 a, using 2010 |Yemen Post Source
a, using 2015
Zambia 551 October 24th |0 and 2012 Lusaka Times |Source
Zimbabwe 552 April 18th 0 The Herald Source
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https://www.kungahuset.se/royalcourt/latestnews/2014/2014/swedensnationalday2014.5.44b9de9714527ae8f1d21a4c.html
https://www.thelocal.ch/20140731/switzerland-ftes-centenary-of-only-national-park
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/middle-east/syria-marks-evacuation-day-to-the-beat-of-mortars-and-the-march-of-security-forces-1.1765775
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2014/10/11/2003601817
https://www.rferl.org/a/roundup-pakistan-serbia-afghanistan-moldova-tajikistan/26574568.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-34909111
https://www.bangkokpost.com/thailand/general/447592/thais-rejoice-at-king-birthday
https://letempstg.com/2014/04/27/lindependance-celebree-division/
http://pacificguardians.org/blog/2016/10/21/history-on-tokelau-inaugural-flag-day-celebration-one-god-one-nation-one-flag/
https://matangitonga.to/2014/11/06/tongas-constitution-among-oldest-world
https://trinidadexpress.com/news/local/independence-parade/article_bc756f08-95a4-545e-af38-18f7ee0ee017.html
https://www.tunisienumerique.com/la-tunisie-celebre-la-fete-de-lindependance/
https://www.dailysabah.com/turkey/2014/10/28/turkey-to-celebrate-91st-republic-day
https://www.rferl.org/a/turkmenistan-independence-day-celebrations-military-parade/26659759.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4U_GL3V_D6Q
https://www.newvision.co.ug/news/1311701/heads-grace-independence-234-te
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-/26547277.html
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/nation/general/crown-princes-attend-uae-national-day-celebrations
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/europe/united-kingdom/articles/St-Georges-Day-2015-events-and-activity-details/
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2014/jun/17/capitol-fourth-2014/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iHvubVK2vqs
https://www.prokerala.com/news/photos//tashkent-23rd-independence-day-of-uzbekistan-49610.html
https://dailypost.vu/news/independence-day-program/article_cc431838-7e01-5df0-b2c9-cf44f10036fe.html
https://www.lapatilla.com/2019/07/05/las-gradas-en-el-desfile-del-5jul/
https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/259608/leaders-honour-ho-chi-minh.html
http://www.yemenpost.net/Detail123456789.aspx?ID=100&SubID=757&MainCat=3
https://www.lusakatimes.com/2015/10/27/zambia-independence-day-celebrations-in-pictures/
https://www.herald.co.zw/thousands-celebrate-independence-day/

